
	   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The	  purpose	  of	  this	  publication	  is	  to	  spread	  
the	  truth,	  to	  sow	  God’s	  good	  seed,	  the	  
Word	  of	  God,	  and	  to	  confront	  religious	  
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There seems to be no doubt that many people 
have been influenced in their religious life by 
the fast pace of American culture and the 
development of the fast-food industry. The 
self-centered theme of so much religious 
“devotion” in modern times echoes the meme 
of Burger King®: “Have It Your Way!” 
Rather than consult the Scriptures to learn 
how God desires to be worshipped and 
served, people look for the church that “suits” 
them the best. Religious groups have 
implicitly adopted the Burger King® meme 
and seek to attract as many people as possible 
by offering them “worship opportunities” and 
“church environments” that, statistically 
speaking, meet the desires of the most people. 
Like the back-lit menu board at the fast-food 
location, I can choose in my religion whatever 
appeals to me. 

Some people, however, have adapted other 
ideas from the fast-food industry. While 
driving recently along a stretch of well-
traveled road, I saw several people holding 
homemade cardboard signs that read “Drive 
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By Prayer.” I didn’t stop to inquire exactly 
what “service” they were offering, but I 
suspect that drivers could stop and those 
holding the signs would either pray with the 
driver or take prayer requests from the 
driver. 

The fast-food industry has not only 
streamlined the production of food so that 
one can order a meal and have it quickly, it 
has provided customers with the luxury of 
being able to order food, pay for it and leave 
with it…without ever leaving one’s car. The 
“drive-through” suits the American desire 
for speed (well, MANY drive-throughs) and 
economy of personal effort (read: “laziness” 
or “convenience,” depending upon whether 
you use drive-throughs!). My comments are 
not intended as a critique of either the fast-
food industry or those who patronize them (I 
use the drive-through also!), but merely the 
recognition of why we Americans use drive-
throughs so much. We adore convenience. 

 

“Old sins cast long shadows.” 
-- Hercule Poirot, fictional character of Agatha Christie 

Notable	  Quotables	  

SOWER 

THE 

	  

Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
 

Matthew 8:17: “He took our illnesses 
and bore our diseases” (a reference to 

Isaiah 53:4). Matthew quoted that 
passage on the occasion of Jesus’ healing 

of Peter’s mother-in-law, noting that 
what Jesus did was the fulfillment of the 

words spoken by the prophet Isaiah. 
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“A son honors his father, and a servant his master. 
If then I am a father, where is my honor? And if I 
am a master, where is my fear? says the Lord of 
hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name. But 
you say, ‘How have we despised your name?’ 
(Malachi 1:6; ESV) 

How does the drive-through model for religion 
harmonize with the Lord’s declaration of the cost of 
discipleship?  

26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his 
own father and mother and wife and children and 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he 
cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear 
his own cross and come after me cannot be my 
disciple. (Luke 14:26–27; ESV)  

I also suspect that those holding the signs previously 
referenced believe that they are encouraging 
spirituality in those who would take advantage of 
their service. But like the sports star who attributes 
his success to the “man upstairs,” there is really no 
honor in such “devotion.” In fact, the God who 
created the universe is actually trivialized by those 
who are willing to devote only fleeting moments of 
their time to worship and service. Their priorities, as 
evidenced by the amount of time and effort they are 
willing to spend in certain activities, are quite 
manifest. 

We must remember that the God who holds our 
breath in His hand deserves more than our “drive-
through” devotion (cf. Daniel 5:23). 
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Some things, however, deserve more time and 
attention, even if that isn’t always convenient. 
I am not sure how “drive-through parenting” 
would work, but I learned the hard way that 
parenting isn’t always convenient; it requires 
lots of time and attention. Given the 
American penchant for convenience and 
speed, one can almost imagine that someone 
has set up the drive-through parenting model 
for those parents who really need to devote 
their time to other things more important, but 
I am going to guess that it doesn’t work very 
well in the long run. Perhaps “turnabout” 
would be quite appropriate; children reared 
with this model could then put their elderly 
parents in nursing homes with drive-through 
windows, allowing them the convenience of 
seeing and speaking to their parents while 
never leaving their cars. Don’t take too much 
time at the window – after all, the guy behind 
you wants to see his parents as well! 

Could it be that prayer is another activity that 
requires time and attention and isn’t really 
adaptable to the drive-through model? Rather 
than spend time needed for other activities, 
can we just quickly give God a dab of 
devotion while on our way to something else 
more important? I recognize that some 
prayers in the Scriptures are brief, often due 
to circumstances (cf., the prayers of Jesus in 
Gethsemane; Matthew 26:36-44), but surely 
an intimate relationship with God would lead 
to more extended prayers. The exhortations of 
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both Jesus and Paul to be “constant” in prayer 
suggest that the drive-through model isn’t 
what God intended (cf. Luke 18:1-8; 1 
Thessalonians 5:17; Romans 12:12). The 
author of Hebrews added his exhortation: 
“Through him then let us continually offer up 
a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 
lips that acknowledge his name” (Hebrews 
13:15; ESV). 

Why stop with prayer? Couldn’t the drive-
through model be used for other worship as 
well? In fact, one could order the appropriate 
amount of unleavened bread and grape juice 
(depending on the number of people in the 
car), make his contribution and receive the 
Lord’s Supper materials at the first window, 
and get a sermonette at the second window 
(topic to be ordered at the same time as the 
Lord’s Supper materials). Especially astute 
religious leaders would obviously put the 
sermonette at the first window and the Lord’s 
Supper and collection at the second window. 
Otherwise, members might be tempted to 
drive right by the second window, thus 
skipping those tedious sermons. 

Worship needs to be in truth and spirit (John 
4:24). It is not just a matter of mechanics; it 
must involve the heart. Showing honor and 
reverence to God demands more than just a 
few passing moments when we can spare 
them. I wonder if the attitude of God toward 
“drive-through religion” is expressed well by 
the words He gave to the prophet Malachi: 

	  
On what occasion in Jesus’ life did Matthew quote from 

Isaiah 53:4? 
 

The	  answer	  to	  this	  question	  is	  on	  the	  back	  page.	  
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Bible Challenge Question 
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The	  Sermon	  Notes	  feature	  will	  return	  next	  week.	  

Across	  
3.	  home	  of	  Crispus	  
5.	  converted	  jailer	  
6.	  Lydia’s	  original	  home	  
7.	  Jews	  more	  noble	  
8.	  prophesying	  daughters	  
11.	  John	  Mark	  left	  the	  journey	  
12.	  elder	  meeting	  
13.	  host:	  Jason	  
	  

Down	  
1.	  haircut	  
2.	  Paul	  stoned	  
3.	  blinded	  magician	  
4.	  full	  of	  idols	  
9.	  dustless	  feet	  
10.	  Alexandrian	  corrected	  
13.	  vision	  of	  invitation	  
	  
All	  answers	  are	  cities	  visited	  by	  Paul,	  spelled	  
according	  to	  the	  ESV.	  


